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Policy uptake in countries 

Incorporation of WHO policy guidance 

for diagnosis of TB, 2011 

High-

burden 

countries 

High MDR-

TB burden 

countries 
Global 

Conventional drug susceptibility 

testing (DST) 
95% 100% 85% 

Liquid culture and rapid speciation test 73% 75% 67% 

Line probe assay for detecting 

resistance to rifampicin 
64% 74% 44% 

Algorithm for the diagnosing of TB in 

people living with HIV 
86% 87% 74% 

Xpert MTB/RIF assay 64% 50% 33% 
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Global Progress 
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Xpert MTB/RIF roll-out: global progress 

Data: FIND 

March 2011 

December 
2012 

  

99 GeneXperts 
(524 modules) 

in the public sector 
in 23 countries 

966 GeneXperts 
(5,017 modules) 

in the public sector 
in 77 countries 

December 
2010 
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   Xpert MTB/RIF global landscape 

 1,891,970 Xpert MTB/RIF cartridges procured, as of 31 
December 2012 (public sector in eligible countries) 

1,108,140: South Africa 
88,030: India 
47,990: Kenya 
45,110: Tanzania 
43,340: Zimbabwe 
36,000: Pakistan 
33,920: Brazil 
31,440: Nigeria 
30,310: Swaziland 
24,220: Philippines 

Data: FIND 
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Cumulative number of GeneXpert modules and 

Xpert MTB/RIF cartridges procured under concessional pricing 

As of 31 December 2012, a total of 966 
GeneXpert instruments (comprising 5,017 
modules) and 1,891,970 Xpert MTB/RIF 
cartridges had been procured in the public 
sector in 77 of the 145 countries eligible 
for concessional pricing.   

Data: FIND 
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Donors supporting Xpert MTB/RIF roll-out 

UNITAID : EXPAND-TB and TBXpert projects – 31 countries 

PEPFAR : multiple countries 

USAID: TB Care I and II 

World Bank: East Africa Public Health Laboratories Project 

Global Fund: multiple grants to countries 

CIDA: TB Reach Initiative 
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WHO activities to facilitate 

the global roll-out 
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Guidance documents 
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www.who.int/tb/laboratory/mtbrifrollout 

Monitoring the global roll-out 
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View more indicators: 

- Number of modules, by country 

- Number of cartridges, by country 

Global maps of procured GeneXperts and Xpert 
MTB/RIF cartridges, using data from 
FIND/Cepheid 

Mapping of instruments and cartridges 

- Number of modules, by country 

- Number of cartridges, by country 
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Knowledge sharing 

 Organization of annual global meetings of Xpert MTB/RIF 
implementers, for experience sharing and coordination 

 Quarterly updates on the Xpert MTB/RIF roll-out, sent to our 
mailing list (over 675 subscribers) 

 Online list of published literature on Xpert MTB/RIF, updated 
monthly 

 Publication of ERJ paper on Xpert MTB/RIF policy development 
and evidence (Weyer et al.)  

 Development of revised definitions for TB cases and treatment 
outcomes, and consequent revised framework for reporting 

 Stop TB/HIV department Information Note promoting use of Xpert 
for improved detection of TB in people living with HIV  
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 Coordination, project planning and support of several donor 
funded implementation projects 

 Management of an Italian Ministry of Health-funded project to 
support 2 NGOs in Burkina Faso and Ethiopia for introducing Xpert 
MTB/RIF 

 Collaboration within TBCARE I: two regional trainings and training 
of consultants 

 Panelists on 2 Global Health Delivery Online (GHDonline) forums 

 

 
 

Collaboration with partners 
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News and upcoming events 

WHO Expert Group 
Meeting on Xpert MTB/RIF  

20-21 May 2013 

• Diagnostic accuracy of Xpert 
for detection of TB and 
rifampicin resistance for: 
Pulmonary TB; 
Extrapulmonary TB and 
Children 

• Affordability, cost-
effectiveness and resource 
implications 

Xpert MTB/RIF training 
modules review 

• Separate training modules on 
Xpert MTB/RIF have been 
developed by KNCV (TBCARE 
I), FIND and Cepheid 

• Various training modules to 
be combined, updated, and 
published as a GLI product 

• planned release: fall 2013 



  April 17, 2013 17 | 

Next steps to facilitate scale-up 

 Continued coordination between implementing partners 

 Innovations to facilitate use in peripheral sites 

 Adoption of the technology by the private sector 

 Improved country/partner forecasting to allow adequate 
manufacturing capacity 

 Development of fast followers 

 Matching capacity for diagnosis of TB and rifampicin 
resistance with capacity for appropriate treatment 
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