TEMPLATE LETTER

[INSERT ADDRESS OF YOUR MINISTER OF HEALTH OR NTP MANAGER]

[INSERT DATE]
Dear ____________, 
As you may know, tuberculosis (TB) is one of the world’s deadliest infectious diseases. Although TB is preventable and curable, 1.7 million people died from TB in 2016.
But there are innovations that can help reduce TB-related sickness and death, and prevent TB from spreading.  There are new molecular tests that can diagnose TB accurately and rapidly, and the latest TB drugs have the potential to vastly improve treatment, including for drug-resistant forms of TB. However, many countries continue to miss opportunities to improve TB testing and treatment by using outdated TB policies, practices and tools.
The #StepUpforTB campaign, launched by the Stop TB Partnership and Médecins Sans Frontières (MSF), calls on countries to update their TB policies and practices so that they are in line with international standards, including World Health Organization (WHO) recommendations. A survey of TB policies and practices across 29 countries by the Partnership and MSF found that many countries have yet to bring their policies and practices up to date.  These findings are summarized in the 2017  Out of Step
 report.
In your capacity as a [Minister of Health / National TB Programme Manager], I urge you to #StepUpforTB  and do everything in your power to update and implement key international TB policies and recommendations – as identified in the Out of Step report.  For more information about the findings of the Out of Step report, please email info@stepupfortb.org.

Implementing effective TB practices and policies is crucial to the fight against TB. Outdated TB policies and practices in many countries are stopping our best chance to reduce TB-related sickness, death, and the spread of TB and its drug-resistant forms. No one should die of TB because they weren’t able to access the latest internationally-recommended tests and treatments. 
I look forward to hearing from you about how we can work together to make TB curable for everyone and reduce the terrible toll of this deadly disease. 
Yours Sincerely, 

[YOUR NAME]
[YOUR CONTACT DETAILS]
� Link to report: � HYPERLINK "https://www.msfaccess.org/outofstep2017" �https://www.msfaccess.org/outofstep2017�  











