
Best investments for the world
Why TB is one of the 12 globally best investments



Sustainable Development Goals

Promised everything to everyone
We’re failing spectacularly



Copenhagen Consensus 

•Worked with 100s of the world’s top economists
- Looked across all targets

•We’ve found 12 most efficient policies
- Benefits 15x or more than costs



Sustainable Development Goals

12 most efficient solutions





Great Halftime Investments

Tuberculosis



Tuberculosis

• Again, world’s leading 
infectious disease killer

• Killed a billion people over 
past 2 centuries

• Killed every 4th person in 
Europe in 1800s
- But fixed in the rich world

Carel Pretorious, Avenir Health
Nim Arinaminpathy, Imperial College
Sandip Mandal, Indian Council of Medical 
Research Suvanand Sahu, Stop TB
Madhukar Pai, McGill University
Roland Mathiasson, Copenhagen Consensus 
Brad Wong, Copenhagen Consensus
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Tuberculosis: Two main challenges

• Getting people to take medication

• Finding everyone with tuberculosis
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Tuberculosis: one of world’s best solutions

Deliver

Invest

1,000,000 avoided deaths per year

$6.2bn/yr

Billion US$/year

$287bn/yr

46x social benefits



12 Great Halftime Investments





Big picture argument

• We can solve all 12 challenges for $35 billion per year

• This will
- Save 4.2 million lives each year

- Make the poorer world $1.1 trillion richer each year

• Whatever else we’re doing
- We should do this first — including tuberculosis
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