Working with the Media - 26-27 September 2005

SCENARIOS

1. News: Media report a 'Major outbreak' of TB and say the disease is now probably
gaining a hold in the wider community. “At this stage, | feel the situation is spinning
out of control. The problem is that this is really indicative of probably a wider
community outbreak and that will much more difficult for us to get on top of.”

Facts: The number of people infected with tuberculosis in an outbreak of the disease
at a school has risen to 329. The outbreak is now the worst in the country for many
years. Fifty pupils infected with the disease are receiving hospital treatment, the rest
are in early stages. In addition, relatives of the pupils, and teachers have been
diagnosed with the disease. They are undergoing further tests and being assessed by
doctors.
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2. News has reported that a virulent and deadly multidrug-resistant strain of
tuberculosis is spreading in city prison and the guards and workers are exposed to
tuberculosis and may infect area residents.

Facts: At least three-dozen inmates at a city jail have the frightening drug-resistant
strain of tuberculosis. Worried about the risks of catching the TB microbe -- which
can be spread by a cough or a sneeze -- guards are threatening to walk off the job.
The number of those with dormant TB is not known. Not all of the inmates have had
medical tests. The health risk has alarmed local merchants and city. They are
threatening to walk off their jobs.
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3. Headline News: Refugees spread deadly Tuberculosis through city. “If we sit back
and allow the people to come here unchecked, we may all die,” said one politician.
“They pose a health threat to people they meet on the street, people who get on the
subways, the streetcar, bus, shopping plazas. So it's not clear who's been there,
what they have been exposed to and what they may be carrying.” Media is calling for
a crisis meeting to decide whether to expel the refugees.

Facts: Displaced families from a flood who come from minority group in your nation
have migrated to a main city. TB cases have been confirmed.
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4. News: Media is reporting medical authorities have not only been slow in fighting
an epidemic, but that action has been so inappropriate as to be harmful. “Terrifying
rates of super-resistant strains will make it impossible to treat, said a local
international charity. “The reservoirs of super-resistance will be huge, this is a
scandal and a catastrophe,”

Facts: The WHO estimates that TB in this region has risen threefold over the past
three years and predicts an epidemic among HIV-positive citizens whose immune
systems are hit by the virus that causes AIDS. The regional officers have not
adopted treatment techniques backed by the World Health Organization. Lack of
resources has also led to late diagnosis and ineffective treatment.
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5. News: Media declares the region a crisis area. With the outbreak of a new TB
strain and a growing number of cases, regional leadership proclaims that "This is a
serious health threat. It's not good. | think it's safe to call this a ripple turning into a
wave." A regional leader has declared that “insufficient supervision, poor
management, late diagnosis and low treatment effectiveness led to this outbreak.”

Facts: An original strain of the TB disease developed in the area a year ago, causing
the outbreak of cases. The new strain is more aggressive than other strains,
spreading only through casual interaction. The new strain is being mostly found in
younger people who live in urban settings.
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PRESS CONFERENCE QUESTIONS
Scenario 1.

What is a tuberculosis infection?

How does one know that you have TB?

What type of tests are you doing on the children?

How can one treat the children?

How can one prevent the spread of TB?

When do you call this a 'major outbreak'?

Should parents keep the children home from school?

Is it possible that people in this room have TB and spread it further?
Should we evacuate the city?

10. How can something like this outbreak happen in our country?
11.Has the TB control program failed?

12. What is the government doing to address this outbreak?

13. What is the chance that a larger community outbreak will happen?
14.This is your chance to ask for support to the community, what do you say?

©CONOURBNE

Scenario 2. - Not used
Scenario 3.

Why do refugees have TB?

How does TB spread?

How do you know if you have TB?

Should we kick out the refugees?

Do we need to leave the city?

Do we need to close all public transport?

Should we check everyone at the border?

Why should we put our health at risk for foreigners?

Has anything been done to contain the spread of this disease?
10 What is your advice to the president on refugee policies?
11.Has the TB control program failed to contain this crisis?

CONOOALNE

Scenario 4.
1. What is true about this media report on this catastrophe?
2. What is a super-resistant strain?
3. How has this super-resistant strain come into our country?
4. How can you fight this TB epidemic?
5. What should people do to protect themselves?
6. Do we need to wear masks?
7. What have the medical authorities done so far?
8. Is it true that the slow action of medical authorities has increased the

problem?
9. Does the government work with WHO, and if so, how?
10. Why have you not mobilized more resources to deal with this disease earlier?
11. Do the regional authorities need to be fired?
12.You can use this opportunity to speak to the general public, what do you say?
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Scenario 5.

PNoOURBNE

9.

How was this new strain discovered?

Is there a cure for this disease?

Media reports that treatment is not effective, is that so?

Who will get this disease?

If mostly among specific populations, should we isolate those groups?
Should we contain the crisis area?

What is the government doing about this crisis?

A regional leader was referring to poor management, what do you have to
say?

The regional leader is implying that this crisis can develop due to the fault of
the TB control program, what is your response?

10. When will you regain control and end this terrible crisis?
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